
The Northern Periph-
ery and Arctic Pro-
gramme 2014-2020 
forms a cooperation 
between 9 programme 
partner countries; the 
Member States of Fin-
land, Ireland, Sweden 
and the United King-
dom (Scotland and 
Northern Ireland) in 
cooperation with the 
Faroe Islands, Ice-
land, Greenland and 
Norway. This means 
that the programme 
area encompasses 
the Euro-Arctic zone, 
parts of the Atlantic 
zone and parts of the 
Barents region, neigh-
bouring on Canada in 
the West and Russia 
in the East. Despite geographical differences, the large 
programme area shares a number of common features, 
such as low population density, low accessibility, low eco-
nomic diversity, abundant natural resources, and high 
impact of climate change. This unique combination of fea-
tures results in joint challenges and joint opportunities 
that can best be overcome and realised by transnational 
cooperation. 

The Northern Periphery and Arctic Programme 2014-
2020 aims to expand the regions’ horizons, building on 
concrete outcomes and enabling the programme area to 
be a 1st class region to live, study, work, visit and invest. 
It is the programme’s vision is to help to generate vibrant, 
competitive and sustainable communities, by harnessing 
innovation, expanding the capacity for entrepreneurship 
and seizing the unique growth initiatives and opportuni-
WLHV�RI�WKH�1RUWKHUQ�DQG�$UFWLF�UHJLRQV�LQ�D�UHVRXUFH�HI¿-
cient way. 

The Northern Periphery and Arctic Programme 2014-
2020 is part of the European Territorial Cooperation 
Objective in the framework of the cohesion policy, sup-
ported by the European Regional Development Fund. The 
programme operates in a multi-layered policy landscape, 
making it well positioned to contribute to and align with 
the Europe 2020 Strategy, national and regional policies 
and development strategies, macro regional and sea basin 

strategies, and other programmes covering parts of the 
geographical area. In addition, increased interest and 
rapid developments in Arctic regions have resulted in a 
more explicit recognition of the programme’s Arctic di-
mension in regional development. 

Priorities
The development needs and potentials of the programme 
area, together with the policy and historic context have 
resulted in 4 priority axes to achieve the programme 
vision: 

1. Using Innovation to Maintain And Develop Robust  
 And Competitive Communities

2. Promoting Entrepreneurship to Realise the Potential  
 of  the Programme Area’s Competitive Advantage 

3. Fostering Energy-Secure Communities through   
� 3URPRWLRQ�RI�5HQHZDEOH�(QHUJ\�DQG�(QHUJ\�(I¿FLHQF\

4. Protecting, Promoting and Developing Cultural and  
 Natural Heritage 

The sparsely populated communities of the programme 
area are the focus point of all 4 priority axes. 

More information on the priority axes can be found in 
the  Cooperation Programme document, on the website, 
www.interreg-npa.eu.  
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How much funding is available?
The NPA 2014-2020 will allocate in total approximately 
56 MEUR through bi-annual calls. The funding will be al-
located to projects with a total budget between 250 000 
EUR and 2 MEUR. A precondition for funding is that the 
projects provide at least 35-50% of the total project costs 
as match funding through own or national or regional 
sources. The share of the match funding depends on the 
country where the partner is located. However, SMEs al-
ways have to provide a minimum of 50% of their costs in 
match funding.

Who can apply?
In general, the programme is open for public and private 
partners of all kinds from inside the programme area, for 
example regional and local authorities and other public 
sector organisations, research institutions and private 
entities delivering public service, private-public partner-
ships, social enterprises, and third sector organisations. 
Besides that, local and regional SMEs, among these spe-
FL¿FDOO\�PLFUR�HQWHUSULVHV� LQ�UHPRWH�DQG�VSDUVHO\�SRSX-
lated areas and business organisations, etc.  

What kinds of projects are supported?
3URMHFWV�VKDOO�¿UVW�RI�DOO�DGGUHVV�WKH�PDLQ�FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�
potentials described in the Cooperation Programme. Fur-
WKHUPRUH��SURMHFWV�VKDOO�IXO¿OO�D�QXPEHU�RI�TXDOLWDWLYH�RE-
jectives, such as:

� ��Concrete: The project outputs are recognisable as a 
  tangible solution (most commonly a product or   
� � VHUYLFH��ZKLFK�DGGUHVV�LGHQWL¿HG�FKDOOHQJHV�ZLWKLQ��
  the Programme area. 

� ��Innovative: The project output is new or innovative 
  to the partner organisations, the partner countries  
  involved, or the Programme area. 

� ��Focused: Projects can demonstrate a link between  
  the development challenges or opportunities they   
� � DGGUHVV�DQG�WKH�UHOHYDQW�3URJUDPPH�VSHFL¿F�� �
  objective, and they can state the changes they intend  
  to bring about. 

� ��Transnational: The design of project outputs clearly  
  draws on the results of transnational cooperation,  
  e.g. transferring models/knowledge/technology from  
  one region to another, partners complementing each  
  others’ competences and resources, combining diffe- 
  rent regional skill sets, gaining a critical mass, etc. 

How and when to apply?
7KH� ¿UVW� FDOO� ZDV� ODXQFKHG� RQ� ��WK� 6HSWHPEHU� ZLWK� D�
deadline for applications of 24th November 2014. Appli-
cations have to be submitted electronically.  There will be 
two calls for main projects a year. In addition, a continu-
ous call for preparatory projects is open from programme 
approval.

More and continuously updated information about how 
and when to apply can be found on the website, 
www.interreg-npa.eu. 

Disclaimer: The information above may be subject to change. 
No rights can be obtained from this factsheet.
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Priority Axis 1:
Innovation (30%)

Objective 1.1:
Increased 

innovation and 
transfer of R&D

Priority Axis 2:
Entrepreneurship 

(30%)

Priority Axis 3:
Renewables and 
Energy Efficiency 

(20%)

Priority Axis 4:
Natural and 

cultural heritage 
(20%)

Objective 1.2:
Increased 

innovation in 
public service 

provision

Objective 3:
Increased use 

of energy efficiency 
and renewable 

energy solutions

Objective 4:
Increased capacity

for sustainable 
environmental 
management

Objective 2.1:
Improved 

support systems 
for SMEs

Objective 2.2:
Greater market

reach

Priority structure

Download 
the programme 
document here:
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