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Centralisation or 
decentralisation of universities?

• For Iceland and the other Nordic countries not either or 
as long as you want people to live and work outside the 
metropolitan regions! 

• The universities are ’bridges’ to the global knowledge 
economy + sustain local communities!

• However public actors have to formulate objectives not 
only concerning the quality of science and education, 
but also concerning the role of the university in local 
and regional economic and social development!


